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have voted “yea” on rollcall No. 183, “yea” on
rolicall No. 184, “yea” on rolicall No. 185,
“nay” on rollcall No. 186, “nay” on rollcall No.
187, and “yea” on rollcall No. 188.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LOUIE GOHMERT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 16, 2008

Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker, on Tues-
day, April 15, 2008, | was in Tyler attending
the funeral of the longest serving county judge
in Smith County history: Judge Larry Craig of
Tyler, Texas. Had | been present for the vote
on the Motion to Recommit to H.R. 5719 re-
garding sanctuary cities, | would have voted
“aye.”

WELCOMING SOUTH KOREAN
PRESIDENT LEE TO WASHINGTON

HON. VITO FOSSELLA

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 16, 2008

Mr. FOSSELLA. Madam Speaker, this week
the President of the Republic of Korea, Lee
Myung-Bak, arrives in Washington on his first
official visit to the United States since his inau-
guration on February 25. Indeed, this is Presi-
dent Lee’s first major overseas trip, under-
scoring the importance of the long-standing
U.S.-Korea alliance.

The partnership between the United States
and the Republic of Korea is multilayered; it
has political, diplomatic, strategic, cultural, and
economic components. It is historic: the friend-
ship between the U.S. and South Korea is
more than 125 years old. It is also familial:
over the past century, hundreds of thousands
of people emigrated from South Korea to set-
tle in the United States, with the result that
today comprises a vibrant and dynamic Ko-
rean American community with nearly 2 million
constituents.

It has been my privilege to serve as co-
founder and cochair of the Congressional
Korea Caucus, and in that capacity | have had
many opportunities to learn about the Republic
of Korea and U.S.-Korea relations. | recently
stood side by side with South Korean Ambas-
sador Lee Tae-sik at an event in my district
commemorating the Korean war. | have met
with numerous Korean war veterans—includ-
ing many who live in Staten Island and Brook-
lyn—who served our Nation nobly and who
lost comrades on the battlefield or who came
home wounded with irreversible scars of that
conflict. We will never forget their sacrifice and
how their service paved the way for South Ko-
rea’s enduring freedom today.

Madam Speaker, South Korean soldiers
have fought alongside Americans not only in
their own homeland but in Vietnam, Afghani-
stan, and Irag. In fact, South Korea sent the
third largest contingent of armed forces to Iraq
among all the countries that have participated
in that conflict and has pledged over $460 bil-
lion in reconstruction efforts.

The Republic of Korea has often been de-
scribed as an ‘“economic miracle.” A little
more than 50 years ago, South Korea was an
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impoverished nation perceived as having few
prospects for survival, much less potential for
affluence or influence. Today, it has the
world’s 11th largest economy and is the 7th
largest trading partner of the United States.

It is no wonder, therefore, that last year ne-
gotiators for the United States and the Repub-
lic of Korea concluded a free trade agreement
that now awaits approval by this Congress
and the South Korean National Assembly be-
fore it is implemented.

The U.S. International Trade Commission
has forecast that the elimination of tariffs on
U.S. goods under the U.S.-Korea Free Trade
Agreement would increase the Gross Domes-
tic Product, GDP, of the United States by over
$10 billion annually. The agreement will also
eliminate regulatory and other non-tariff bar-
riers that have historically restricted access by
American farmers, manufacturers, and service
providers to the South Korean market.

With growing uncertainty about the health of
our economy, it is critically important that we
make every effort to spur U.S. economic
growth and create new American jobs through
securing access to markets in which U.S.
farmers and businesses can compete and
succeed. The proposed U.S.-Korea Free
Trade Agreement stands to further increase
U.S. exports to Korea and will generate new
jobs for Americans. This agreement will be a
win-win-win situation—a win for workers, a win
for businesses, and a win for consumers.

The visit of President Lee Myung-Bak to
Washington offers an unprecedented oppor-
tunity to discuss the important issues that our
two countries face, jointly and separately. It
gives us a chance to celebrate a long and pro-
ductive friendship. It provides us with a reason
to welcome an ally to our country and our Na-
tion’s Capitol.

Madam Speaker, | hope our colleagues will
join me in offering our best wishes to Presi-
dent Lee on the occasion of his first official
visit to the United States.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 16, 2008

Mr. CAPUANO. Madam Speaker, on Mon-
day, April 14, 2008 for the entire legislative
day and Tuesday, April 15, 2008, for part of
the day, | was unable to be in attendance and
missed several rollcall votes due to CODEL to
Afghanistan and Pakistan that | was leading. |
wish to state for the record how | would have
voted had | been present: rollcall No. 183—
“yes”; rollcall No. 184—"yes”; rollcall No.
185—"yes”; rollcall No. 186—"yes”; rollcall
No. 187—*yes”; and rollcall No. 188—"yes.”

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF CHARLES J.
MITCHUM

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, April 16, 2008

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of Charles J. Mitchum, for
30 years of outstanding public service at the
Social Security Administration.

April 16, 2008

On March 26, 2008, Mr. Mitchum achieved
the milestone of 30 years of exceptional serv-
ice for the Social Security Administration
(SSA). His leadership, care, and hard work
over the past 30 years has been responsible
for the great service residents of the north-
eastern Ohio community have come to expect
from their local SSA offices. Mr. Mitchum
began his career at the SSA offices in Ohio as
a Contact Representative in the TeleService
Center, connecting with constituents via tele-
phone. He diligently worked his way up, hold-
ing positions as a Claims Representative, Op-
erations Supervisor, Supplemental Security In-
come Program Specialist, Executive Assistant
to the Regional Commissioner, Team Leader,
Assistant District Manager and District Man-
ager prior to being appointed as Area Director
in 2004.

As Area Director for 29 northeastern Ohio
Social Security Administration field offices, Mr.
Mitchum ensures that the residents of north-
east Ohio receive timely and courteous serv-
ice. He also works closely with congressional
offices to improve service to SSA bene-
ficiaries. Mr. Mitchum’s unwavering commit-
ment to public service and ability to connect
with SSA beneficiaries has been recognized in
many Commissioner and Regional Commis-
sioner Citations.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in recognizing Charles J. Mitchum for 30
years of exceptional public service and for
continually striving to make a positive dif-
ference in the lives of SSA beneficiaries.

——————

A PROCLAMATION HONORING ME-
TEOR SEALING SYSTEMS FOR
THEIR PERFORMANCE IN THE
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY’S
SAVE ENERGY NOW PROGRAM

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 16, 2008

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker:

Whereas, Meteor Sealing Systems has
been a top performer in the U.S. Department
of Energy’s Save Energy Now Program; and

Whereas, Meteor Sealing Systems com-
mitted itself to creating a world class, energy
efficient company; and

Whereas, since 2006, Meteor Sealing Sys-
tems has contributed to the conservation of
over five metric tons of carbon emission; be it

Resolved, That along with their friends, fam-
ily, and the residents of the 18th Congres-
sional District, | congratulate Meteor Sealing
Systems on its performance in the U.S. De-
partment of Energy’s Save Energy Now Pro-
gram. With great appreciation and respect, we
recognize the tremendous impact this facility
has had in the community and the admirable
example they have set.

————————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO JOHNNY
MANZANET

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 16, 2008

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise to ask
my colleagues to take this time to remember
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